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The objective of Operation FORTITUDE was to deceive German intelligence into concluding that the
Allies would cross at Pas-de- Calais instead of Normandy. Major activities under this cover operation
included deceptive aerial bombardment, false information fed to known enemy agents, and the
concentration of dummy installations and landing craft in southeastern England nearest Calais.
Misleading radio traffic also played a major role in the overall deception by "relocating™ actual units and
creating non- existent ones. As a result, German intelligence consistently overestimated the number of
division in England and counted 42, nearly double the actual number.
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FICTICIOUS US UNITS IN ENGLAND:

First Army Group (FUSAG)  21st Abn Div

Fourteenth Army 22d Inf Div
V Armored Corps 23d Arm Div
XXXI Corps 46th Inf Div
XXX Corps 48th Inf Div
6th Abn Div 50th Inf Div
9th Abn Div 55th Inf Div
17th Arm Div 135th Abn Div
18th Abn Div 145st Inf Div
157th Inf Div
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AFTER D-DAY...

Opn FORTITUDE succeeded in diverting main German attention away from Normandy. It continued to
function after D-Day, with the objective of convincing the Germans that the Normandy landings
constituted a massive diversion for the main invasion yet to come via Pas de Calais.

Additional fictitious units may not have been created on the European continent before the breakout from
Normandy, since the purpose of FORTITUDE was to maintain the fiction of a concentration of forces in
England for the later invasion. German intelligence apparently did not identify any fictional US
divisions in France. See:
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239 p. D739F6713n0P-038.Abr.
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